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been eagerly sought by psychologists. It has a positive value, apart from 
its historical importance as a connecting link between Herbart and Lipps's 
Grundtatsachen. 

The present issue is, to all intents and purposes, a reprint of that of 1 842. 
The MS. notes made by the author in the margin of his own copy have 
been incorporated in the text. They are, however, few and unimportant ; 
a hasty comparison shows additions only on pp. 7, 158, and 165. Doubt- 
less there are others ; but they are not large. It is regrettable that the new 
setting of the type has changed the appearance of the pages, even where 
the contents remain precisely the same. 

E. B. T. 

The Development of the Child. By Nathan Oppenheim. New York, 

The Macmillan Company, 1898. — pp. 296. 

Dr. Oppenheim' s book is a plea for a keener appreciation of the physical 
and mental limitations of childhood. The author finds his text in the un- 
stable structure and peculiar functions of the child. * ' So long as one 
recognizes," he says, "that the child is absolutely different from the 
adult, not only in size, but also in every element which goes to make up 
the final state of maturity, one is more apt to get a true method of develop- 
ment, which must gradually bear the results of a higher evolution. . . . 
The world has a wrong idea of its children. It looks upon them as adults, 
but slightly different, in the details of small size, deficient strength, little ex- 
perience, from grown men and women. ' ' This false notion leads to a vicious 
system of care and education. In two chapters on the comparative develop- 
ment of the child, the author arrays a host of facts on somatic peculiarities. 
"Asa matter of fact," he concludes, "it would be hard to find many 
salient facts beyond the most fundamental laws, in which the infant and 
adult exactly resemble each other." And more than this he asserts "that 
an infant's development is not a rigidly immovable process, that it pro- 
gresses slowly and irregularly, and that during its course the child is in so 
unstable a condition that no strain should be put upon his faculties." 
From the survey of these facts, the author concludes that the child' s nutri- 
tion is of the most vital importance. By nutrition he means " all the cir- 
cumstances of life which affect tissue change." Heredity has been too 
much emphasized. Better call it * predisposition' in human descent. 
Moreover, antenatal and postnatal influences, we are told, are often mis- 
taken for hereditary traits. As the body, so the mind. Healthful mental 
development is not possible where the appropriate physical substratum has 
not been laid. 

In chapters on "The Place of the Primary School," " The Place of 
Religion," "Value of the Child as a Witness," " Development of the 
Child-Criminal," "The Genius and the Defective," " Institutional Life" 
and " The Profession of Maternity," Dr. Oppenheim gives a critique of 
present methods of public and private care and instruction of the young, 
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and concludes that the great mistake has been in asking too much and 
giving too little. He will hardly be disputed when he asserts that there 
can be no substitute for a knowledge of pertinent biological facts where 
theories on child culture go astray. One regrets that the author does not 
always discriminate between the unwholesome possibilities of a method, and 
the method as actually used with discretion. One hesitates to follow him 
the whole length of his unstinted condemnation of present methods of 
kindergarten teaching, institutional training, and religious instruction, al- 
though one feels that the criticism is in the right direction ; this, in spite of 
the fact that the advent of more intelligent teachers and guardians tempts 
one to soften a hasty judgment on present methods. 

The fact remains that the subject is approached from the right direction. 
There is a sympathetic understanding of the needs and capacities of child- 
hood without the dangerous claim of sentiment which too frequently obscures 
judgment. One must commend most of all the sane determination to make 
theory and tradition wait upon biological knowledge. In face of the mass 
of literature on the subject, it is much, but not too much to say that the 

book fills a real need. T „, „ 

I. M. Bentley. 

Nevroses et idees fixes. I. Etudes experimentales sur les troubles de la vol- 
onte, de V attention, de la memoire ; sur les emotions, les idees obsedantes 
et leur traitement. Dr. Pierre Janet. Travaux du laboratoire de 
psychologie de la clinique a la Salpetriere, premiere serie. Paris, F. 
Alcan, 1898. — pp. iv, 492. 

This volume contains thirteen essays and reports of cases from the pen 
of the distinguished author of L' ' automatisme psychologique. All of them 
have already appeared in periodicals ; but some were practically inacces- 
sible to the American reader, and many have now undergone revision and 
correction. Psychologists and medical men alike will be grateful to Dr. 
Janet for the matter and form of his communications. The titles of the 
papers are as follows : a case of aboulia and imperative ideas ; the meas- 
urement of attention, and the graphic method in reaction work ; continued 
amnesia ; the history of an imperative idea ; imperative ideas of hysterical 
form ; a case of allochiria ; a case of hysterical hemianopsia ; contractures, 
paralyses, and spasms of the muscles of the trunk in hysterical patients ; 
insomnia due to a subconscious imperative idea ; a case of possession and 
exorcism in modern times ; divination by mirrors and subconscious halluci- 
nations ; somnambulistic influence and the need of direction ; a surgical 
operation during artificial somnambulism. The doctrines of mental dis- 
sociation and mental synthesis are prominent throughout. 

A second volume of similar studies, written in collaboration with Profes- 
sor Raymond, is promised shortly. It would thus appear that these 
Travaux from the Salpetriere laboratory are to be the pathological counter- 
part of the Annee published by the professors of the Sorbonne. 

E. B. T. 



